
Local historian David C. Wilson
has written a paper on the history
of African-American schools in
Horry County. We share it with our
readers as a two-part series.

Sixty-four years ago the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that segrega-
tion in public school by race was
unconstitutional.

This paper examines how black
students were treated in Horry
County public schools before and
after the 1954 court decision,
starting with the Rosenwald
Initiative. 

Julius Rosenwald, a New York
philanthropist, partnered with the
incomparable Dr. Booker T.
Washington in 1911 to perform a
public service of the highest order.
Together they made a contribu-
tion of enduring value that
changed the course of American
history. It was called the “most
influential philanthropic force
that came to the aid of Negroes at
that time.” 

It eventually provided seed
grants for the construction of
more than 5,300 buildings in 15
states, including schools, shops,
and teachers’ houses, which were
built by and for African-
Americans. Most of these school
buildings are now gone, as is
expected because they were

replaced by mod-
ern structures dur-
ing the schools
equalization pro-
gram.

The Rosenwald
initiative had four
parts: 

1.Rosenwald
appropriation,

2. white contri-
bution,

3. Negro contri-
bution [local
community], and

4. public contribution.
Prior to and during the

Rosenwald initiative, children liv-
ing in rural areas attended classes
in their local churches. Even after
this initiative, many children con-
tinued to attend school in their
local churches until the early
1940s.

The typical community school
during this period was a two-
room wood structure with out-
door toilets and some form of
drinking water, usually a hand
water pump located on the school
grounds. The schools generally
housed grades one through seven,
some including up to eighth
grade. 

Few teachersat the time had
four-year college degrees. More
importantly, the lack of resources

resulted in poor educational out-
comes for black children.

Each step along the way result-
ed in an improvement in educa-
tion for African-Americans. 

There were only three high
schools in Horry County for black
students, namely Loris Training
School, Poplar Training School
(Both schools were established
about 1931 and awarded high
schools in 1940), and
Whittemore Training School
(established in 1870 and award-
ed high school status about

1931). 
The latter graduated its first

high school class in about 1933,
when only grades 1–10 were
required to earn a state high
school diploma. The eleventh
grade was added in 1933 to offer a
state high school diploma. 

The school added twelfth grade
in 1949,following South Carolina’s
change of its high school gradua-
tion requirements in 1944 to
include grades one through 12
required to earn a state high
school diploma. 

Before 1940, Whittemore
Training School was the only
school in Horry County where a
black student could earn a state
high school diploma. These
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SOUND OFF!
For many years, federal and state laws

strictly prohibited betting on sporting
events, except in Nevada. The U.S.
Supreme Court recently ruled that betting
on sports should be the choice of the
states. Do you think South Carolina should
legalize betting on sports activities such as
football, baseball, boxing and horse rac-
ing?

Choices are:
1. Yes.

2. No.

3. Undecided.

Send your comments on this subject to:
steve.robertson@myhorrynews.com
Poll results will be reported in next

week’s edition.
To vote, log on to www.myhorrynews.com

and go to the Opinion menu.

Last week’s poll
Most people responding to last

week’s Sound Off! poll, 25, thought
Horry County Council should make
it illegal to put political signs on pri-
vate property without the owner’s
permission. There was only one dis-
senting vote.

Schools for African-Americans in Horry were poorly funded 
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Thoughts on aging

...while I remember
While our definition of “old” changes as we do, most of us

realize the same things in that process. Again, I have
MaryLou to thank for these things those of us of a certain
age can agree with:

• I talk to myself, because there are times I need expert
advice.

• I consider "in style" to be the
clothes that still fit.

• I don't need anger management, I
need people to stop aggravating me.
My people skills are just fine, it’s my
tolerance of annoying folks that needs
work.

• The biggest lie I tell myself is, "I
don't need to write that down. I'll
remember it."

• I have days when my life is just a
tent away from a circus. 

• These days, "on time" is when I get
there. 

• Even duct tape can't fix stupid -
but it sure does muffle the sound.

• Wouldn't it be wonderful if we
could put ourselves in the dryer for 10
minutes, then come out wrinkle-free
and three sizes smaller?

• Lately, I've noticed people my age
are so much older than I am. 

• "Getting lucky" means walking
into a room and remembering why
I'm there. 

• When I was a child, I thought nap time was a punish-
ment. Now it feels like a mini vacation. 

• Speaking of which, some days, I have no idea what I’m
doing out of bed.

• I thought growing old would take longer.
The strangest thing about aging is that I didn’t see it com-

ing.
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BY MICHAEL JAMES BARTON 

When Interior Sec. Ryan Zinke
announced plans to consider
unlocking the energy America has
offshore,  he probably expected
howls of outrage from the multi-
millionaires who live along the
coast and politicians who represent
them. 

What he probably didn't expect,
though, was the criticism from
some military champions. They
worry that more drilling could dis-
rupt offshore training exercises and
impact military preparedness. 

Offshore drilling has long coex-
isted with military training. For
years, oil exploration has occurred
near military bases and seaports in
the Gulf of Mexico without ham-
pering operations or readiness.
That's because the federal agencies
involved, the Departments of

Defense and Interior, carefully syn-
chronize operations and set strict
standards for safety. 

In fact, studies conducted by the
Department of Defense show that
offshore drilling, with some restric-
tions on permanent structures, is
compatible with military require-
ments for 89 percent of the surface
area of the eastern Gulf of Mexico
and 95 percent of the Atlantic
seaboard. 

The potential for opening more
areas to drilling is vast. Current
estimates point to 90 billion barrels
of untapped oil offshore.  President
Donald J. Trump's plan to open
these areas up to exploration will
vastly increase America's own oil
and gas inventory and continue to
reduce U.S. reliance on overseas
energy providers. 

America is currently a leading
global oil and natural gas producer,

but competition from Russia and
China is increasing. Russia and
China are already exploring and
drilling for oil in coastal waters
without compromising military
preparedness. 

The claim that offshore drilling
endangers national security is curi-
ous to say the least. And it should
not be used to deny Americans,
especially in coastal regions, the
additional benefits the gas and oil
industry can bring to their commu-
nities. Opening the Atlantic and
Pacific to oil exploration could
increase domestic oil production
by 3.5 million barrels a day and cre-
ate 840,000 jobs. 

And offshore energy, far from an
obstacle to military preparedness,
is an essential component of
national security. By the Pentagon's
own estimates, drilling is compati-
ble with important training exercis-

es. Arguing otherwise ignores the
facts and jeopardizes America's for-
eign policy objectives.

For decades, the politicians and
the media have been claiming that
the U.S. must get off of oil imports.
Such reliance on those imports
were blamed for U.S. military oper-
ations in the Middle East. Between
the fracking revolution and open
ocean energy exploration, the day
of US energy independence is
drawing near. You would think
politicians and the media would be
happy to have within our grasp
what they have always claimed that
wanted: A secure America which is
energy independent. Strange that
they are not celebrating. 

Michael James Barton is the
Founder of Hyatt Solutions and
speaks around the country on ener-
gy and energy security matters. 

Offshore energy, strong military can co-exist

Most schools for African-American children at the turn of the century
were held in churches. Contributions by philanthropists Julius
Rosenwald and Dr. Booker T. Washington led to the construction of
more than 5,300 schools in the the United States for African-American
children. The Aynor Allen Colored School, pictured here, is typical of
the schools built under the “Rosenwald Appropriation.”WILSON, A11

“The best and most beautiful things in the world can-
not be seen or even touched—they must be felt with the
heart.”

Helen Keller

It’s been said..
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schools did not have a gym-
nasium or facilities for in-
door sports. 

Many African-American
high schools during this pe-
riod in the South were, by
law, using the word “train-
ing” instead of “high” be-
cause most started as grade
schools, and grades were
added over the years to in-
clude the eleventh grade; at
that time, high school only
went to the eleventh grade to
offer a state high school
diploma. 

The state required grade
12 starting in 1944; however,
it took a few years to roll
through. It was not until
1929 that the first group of
black students received state
high school diplomas in
South Carolina because
there was no black school in
the entire state that offered a

high school diploma.
These schools generally

housed elementary, middle,
and high school students in
the same building; therefore,
they were not distinct high
schools by name. However,
the high school diploma
given was the same as those
for white students. A lack of
resources to educate black
children before 1954 was a
huge problem. As for black
students who lived in north-
eastern Horry County: 

Those students living on
the east side of the Wacca-
maw River attended high
school at Poplar Training
School, and the students on
the northwestern side of the
river attended Loris Training
School. Whittemore High
School served black students
from attendance areas of
Myrtle Beach, Conway,

Aynor, and Burgess. 
The Loris Training School

(high school) and Poplar
Training School (high
school) were established in
1940. Therefore, before 1940,
there was only one high
school in Horry County for
black students. 

All competitive sports took
place outdoors. There were
very few school buses to
transport children from their
local communities to either
of these schools.

Often, in the 1940s, if stu-
dents wanted to attend high
school, they needed to board
with a relative or family
member living near one of
these three schools.

In 1941, South Carolina
Gov. Burnet Maybank estab-
lished a legislative commit-
tee to study the state’s public
education. Part of the com-

mittee’s report focused on
the inequalities in schooling
between the races. For ex-
ample, 19 counties out of 46
lacked high schools for
blacks, and there were only
eight school buses in the
state to transport black chil-
dren to school.

The 1947 report, published
in 1948, also found that
South Carolina education
was inadequately funded
compared to other southern
states. Once again, the in-
equities between the races
were staggering. 

For example, investment
for whites was approxi-
mately $221 per pupil, com-
pared with $45 per pupil for
black students. 

These monies were over
the entire school year and
the disparity amounted to a
ratio of 5:1.

S. C. Gov. James F. Byrnes
(1951– 1955) proposed a spe-
cial tax to improve education
for blacks, and, in 1951, the
state passed a three-cent
sales tax to fund a statewide
program of school construc-
tion and finance the equal-
ization program, which was
designed to equalize white
and black public schools. 

This campaign was trig-
gered by the Briggs v. Elliott
case, which was a lawsuit
based on Clarendon
County’s challenge of the
state constitution’s “separate
but equal” education provi-
sion, which had made its
way to the high court. 

The “separate but equal”
doctrine was based on the
Plessy v. Ferguson decision
in 1896, which ruled that
segregation by race was legal
as long as equal facilities and

resources were provided to
both races. 

The equalization school
program was intended to
construct new African-
American elementary and
high schools across South
Carolina to circumvent a po-
tential desegregation ruling
by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Next week: the court cases
impacting Horry County
school desegregation.

David C. Wilson is an elec-
trical engineer by training
and adjunct professor—now
retired. He is a consultant,
statistical practitioner, family
history researcher, author,
and self- publisher.

He attended Todd Swamp
Colored School, Poplar Ele-
mentary School, and Chest-
nut Consolidated High
School.

David Wilson, From A4

From left to right, the honorees are, front row, Alexis
Panepinto, Early College High School; Sara Eudy, Socas-
tee High School; Rivers Chandler, North Myrtle Beach
High School; Tamara Jackson, Green Sea Floyds High
School; Sydney Floyd, Aynor High School; Taylor Riga,
Myrtle Beach High School; second row, Andrew Gasper-
son, St. James High School; Patrick Daly, Academy for
the Arts, Sciences and Technology; Noah Johnson, Schol-
ars Academy; Brock Josephs, Conway Christian School;
Kyle Ewing, Carolina Forest High School; Camryn Cook,
Loris High School; Kristen Graham, Academy for Tech-
nology and Academics; and Hailey Prince, Conway High
School.

Seniors honored

KATIE POWELL / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Fourteen local outstanding
seniors were honored Wednes-
day by the Conway Chamber of
Commerce during its annual
Salute to Education luncheon
at Horry Electric in Conway.

Each student selected went
through an interview process,
and one student from the
group was awarded a scholar-
ship from the Chamber. 

Rivers Chandler of North
Myrtle Beach High School was
this year’s scholarship recipi-
ent. 

Clay Finklea, student minis-
ter at The Rock church, spoke
about the transitional period
he himself is currently in be-
tween college and adult life,
and talked to the seniors about
the transitional period they
currently are in between high
school and college.

“You will have some of the
best times, and some of the
weirdest times,” Finklea said.
“You are entering one of the
best seasons of your life.”

He told the seniors that the
best advice he could give was
to always have a goal.

“Have a place you want to
go,” Finklea said. “Where do I
want to be? What kind of life do
I want to have? What kind of
impact can I have?”

He quoted the University of
Minnesota’s coach P.J. Fleck’s
catch phrase of “Row the Boat”,
meaning that no matter what
hard times life hands them, or
no matter how good they have
it, they have to keep rowing
their boat and never give up. 

“Keep going,” Finklea said.
“What I’ve learned is that it’s
even easier to keep rowing
when you have people sup-
porting you…easier when
someone is rowing with you…”

During the ceremony, each
senior was given the opportu-
nity to honor one special inspi-
rational teacher in his or her
life.

The most inspirational
teachers were Katherine
Thompson, AAST; Christopher
Jenkins, ATA; Dixie Cox, Aynor
High; Phillip Hicks, Carolina
Forest High; Connie Smith,
Conway Christian School; Jace-
lyn Spearman, Conway High
School; Heather Levine, Green
Sea Floyds High School; Tammi
Lee, Early Colllege; Dr. Danny
McPherson, Loris High School;
Amanda Vipperman, Myrtle
Beach High School; Cathy
Threatt, North Myrtle Beach
High School; Lance Shuford,
Scholars Academy; Zeneta
Carr-Kerr, Socastee High
School; and Ginger Frick, St.
James High School.

The fourteen students who
were selected as their schools’
top students are:

Patrick Daly
Academy for the Arts, Science

& Technology
Patrick is a Coca-Cola schol-

arship semifinalist, HOBY Aca-
demic All-Star, CFHS lacrosse
scholar athlete, and a member
of the National Honor Society.
Patrick is student body presi-
dent; Academy for Christ
leader; member of the Beta
Club, CFHS varsity cross-coun-
try team, CFHS varsity lacrosse
team and Students in Action
team. Patrick volunteers with
Trunk or Treat, St. Andrews,
Project Christmas Child Shoe-
box and his church. He will be
attending the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. 

Kristen Graham
Academy for Technology and

Academics
Kristen is a member of the

Beta Club, National Honor So-
ciety, National Technical Honor
Society, HOSA Club, Key Club,
Robotics Club and Tree-Hug-
ger’s Club. Kristen volunteers
with the Miracle League, Food
Drives, Pet Drives and the
United Way. Kristen will be at-
tending the College of
Charleston. 

Sydney Floyd
Aynor High School
Sydney is the Beta Club vice

president, Anchor Club presi-
dent, Mu Alpha Theta Math
Honor Society member, Na-
tional Honor Society member
and an IB diploma candidate.
She volunteers with school
tutoring and the Samaritan’s
Purse Shoebox project, at Sen-
ior Citizens Center and the Kid-
die Cheer Camp. Sydney will be
attending Clemson University. 

Kyle Ewing
Carolina Forest High School
Kyle is a Palmetto Fellows

Scholar and USC Dean’s
Scholar. He is a member of the
basketball team, leader of the
Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes and former Key Club
member. He placed in the State
Technology Student Associa-
tion’s Web Design. Kyle volun-
teers with Newspring Church,
at Blackwater Middle and with
military programs. Kyle will be
attending the University of
South Carolina. 

Ryan Brock Josephs
Conway Christian School
Brock is a member of the

Honor Society, Beta Club and
Rotary Club and has been se-
lected to attend Palmetto Boys
State. Brock is the recipient of
the Science, History and Math
Academic Achievement Award.
He was also part of the Conway
Christian All Tournament Bas-
ketball Team. Brock volunteers
at the Shepherd’s Table, with

local Food Banks, youth bas-
ketball camps and has helped
with the Medlen Parkway
Cleanup. Brock will be attend-
ing the University of South Car-
olina. 

Hailey Prince
Conway High School
Hailey is a Palmetto Fellow,

University of South Carolina
Dean Scholar’s Award recipi-
ent, S.C. Washington Youth
Tour representative, a member
of Conway High School’s AP
Academy and University of
South Carolina Gamecock
Pharmacy Assurance Program.
Hailey is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Student
Council, Beta Club, Key Club
and Teacher Cadet Honor Soci-
ety. Hailey volunteers at Coast-
line Women’s Center, with the
JOY Prom at Beach Church and
participates in Operation
Christmas Child and Mission
Trips. Hailey will be attending
the University of South Car-
olina. 

Tamara Jackson
Green Sea Floyds High School
Tamara is an outstanding AP

Human Geography student,
Columbia College Scholar,
Converse Junior Scholar, Junior
Marshal, President Award re-
cipient and AB Honor Roll stu-
dent. She is a member of the
National Honor Society, Senior
Beta Club, Student Govern-
ment, School Improvement
Council, Math Club, Spanish
Club and Superintendent‘s
Cabinet. Tamara plays varsity
basketball, tennis, softball and
track. She volunteers with
Community Cleanup, the Red
Cross, Community Captain
and Relay for Life. Tamara will
be attending Francis Marion
University. 

Alexis Panepinto
HCS Early College High

School
Alexis is on the President’s

List and honor roll. She is a
junior marshal, student am-
bassador, member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Mu Alpha
Theta, the Recycling Club, Stu-
dent Council and Book to
Movie Club. Alexis volunteers
with Campus Cleanup, River
Sweep and GoGo Festival.
Alexis will be attending Coastal
Carolina University. 

Camryn Cook
Loris High School
Camryn is a member of the

National Honor Society, Na-
tional Technical Honor Society,
Tri-M Music Honor Society,
Senior Beta Club, All-County
and All-Region Band and Cho-
rus, and a recipient of the AP
Scholar Award. Camryn is the
marching band captain, DECA
president, Academic Olympic

Team captain and Student
Council president. Camryn will
be attending Coastal Carolina
University. 

Taylor Riga
Myrtle Beach High School
Taylor is a S.C. Junior

Scholar, AP Scholar and AP
Honor Scholar with Distinc-
tion. Taylor is the varsity
lacrosse captain, HOBY am-
bassador, Project Glow partici-
pant, Gymnastics State Floor
Silver Medalist, four-time pub-
lished artist in “Celebrating
Art”, 2017 National Art Honor
Society president and the
current National Spanish
Honor Society vice president.
She participates in gymnastics,
cheerleading, lacrosse and the-
ater. Taylor is ranked in the top
ten of her graduating class and
will attend the University of
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 

Rivers Chandler
North Myrtle Beach High

School
Rivers is an AP Scholar with

Honors, Clemson Scholar, Jun-
ior Marshal, delegate of Pal-
metto Girl’s State, Columbia
College Scholar, Erskine
Scholar, USC Aiken Scholar,
Presbyterian College Fellow
and  Lander Fellow. She is a re-
cipient of Biology Honors Ex-
cellence Award, English III
Honors Excellence Award, AP
US History Excellence Award,
AP World History Excellence
Award and Calculus Honors
Excellence Award. Rivers is a
member a National Honor So-
ciety, Mu Alpha Theta, Interact
Club, Student Council, Beta
Club and varsity swim team.
Rivers volunteers with Ground
Zero Dragon Boat Race, Christ-
mas Angels, Upward Basket-
ball, Turtle Walks, Relay for Life,
Polar Plunge, Wheels to Surf,
Teen Angel, Rotary Club, Lion’s
Club and Beach Sweep. Rivers
will be attending Clemson Uni-
versity. 

Noah Johnson
Scholars Academy 
Noah is a member of Na-

tional Honor Society, Mathe-
matics Club, Tennis Team and
Ultimate Frisbee Team. He is
an AP Scholar with Distinction,
Phi Eta Sigma Member and Na-
tional Merit finalist. Noah vol-
unteers with Fidelis
Foundation, Kingston Nursing
Center, Surfside Rotary Club,
SOS Healthcare, Lakewood Ele-
mentary School and the High-
land Games. 

Sara Eudy
Socastee High School
Sara is a National Merit

Scholarship Program Com-
mended Student, Junior Mar-
shal, USC Aiken Scholar,
Furman Scholar, Presbyterian

Junior Fellow and Wofford
Scholar. Sara is a member of
the National Honor Society,
National English Honor Soci-
ety, Mu Alpha Theta and Na-
tional Spanish Honor Society.
She is DECA president and
Student Body secretary. Sara
volunteers with the Myrtle
Beach Marathon, Special
Olympics and Hurricane
Matthew Relief. Sara will be at-
tending Clemson’s Calhoun
Honors College. 

Andrew Gasperson
St. James High School
Andrew is a Hugh O’Brien

Leadership Conference am-
bassador, AP Scholar with Dis-
tinction, Wofford Scholar, USC
Aiken Scholar, USC Upstate
Scholar and Lander University
Scholar. He a member of the
varsity basketball team, varsity
golf team, Robotics Club, Na-
tional Honor Society and Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes.
Andrew volunteers with Belin’s
Basketball Camp, Belin Me-
morial Methodist Church,
Kindness Week and the
Ground Zero Dragon Boat
fundraiser. Andrew will be at-
tending the University of
South Carolina. 

Seniors honored at Chamber Salute to Education

the Institute of Outdoor The-
ater, associated with East
Carolina University.

Emrick likens the original
drama to be presented there
to Unto These Hills that
began in Cherokee, N.C., in
1950 and has drawn more
than six million people, ac-
cording to its website. 

Emrick says there are also
similar shows in Ohio, Lex-
ington and

Greenville. 
He says Conway has about

16 million tourists nearby to
draw its audience from. He
says after they’ve seen Pi-
rates Voyage, The Carolina
Opry and/or the Dixie Stam-
pede, visitors can travel to
Conway to see McGhee’s
original drama.

McGhee says he got the
idea for the show from his
own past. While he was
growing up, he appeared an-
nually in a similar show in
Ohio, moving his character
from a child to an adult.

He said he first pitched the
idea to the Conway council
years ago when its members
offered him a site near Lake
Busbee for the amphitheater,
but he said it was too close to
U.S. 501 for an outdoor the-
atre, so the project was
shelved.

When Emrick took over as
city administrator, the idea
was resurrected, McGhee
said.

McGhee said this won’t be
a project for the Theatre of
the Republic. It’s going to
take the entire community to
make it work. He hopes busi-
nesses will donate to the
project.

“It would be a very large
cast and we would design
the costumes, and the city
would be part of souvenirs,”
he said, adding that the one
he performed in sold al-
bums, t-shirts and other
items.

“It’s just a vision and a
dream, and that’s where
everything starts, with a vi-
sion,” McGhee said.

Amphitheatre: A possibility

for Downtown Conway
FROM A1

Free service at 1-800-772-
1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).

Patterson said most So-
cial Security business does
not require a visit to an of-
fice, it can also be handled
through Social Security’s toll
free telephone as well as the
agency’s website at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov.

Some of the services
available on the website in-
clude:
n Appling for Social Secu-

rity retirement/spouses

benefits
n Appling for disability

benefits
n Creating a Social Secu-

rity account (www.socialse-
curity.gov/myaccount).

With an account, you
can get your benefit verifi-
cation letter; check your
benefit and payment infor-
mation; change your ad-
dress and phone number;
start or change direct de-
posit of your benefit pay-
ment; get a replacement
Medicare card; and get a
form 1099.

|  YOU ASKED FOR IT |
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Original paper can be viewed and or downloaded from:
https://www.wilsonconsultingservices.net/wcs_brown_v_board_54.pdf

Part 2, cont'd
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